
We rejoice to announce that Mrs. Denise 
McMonagle, Advanced Math and Religion 
teacher was recognized by the National 
Catholic Education Association (NCEA) as 
one of 13 recipients (only two were teachers) 
of the Lead. Learn. Proclaim. Award this year. 
The St. Dorothy School community is truly 
blessed to have such a talented, dedicated 
educator. We are so proud to celebrate her!

NCEA is the largest private professional 
education association in the world, with 
more than 140,000 educators serving 1.6 
million students in Pre-K to grade 12. The 
Lead. Learn. Proclaim. Award recognizes 
select educators from across the nation who 
exemplify excellence and distinguished service 
in their outstanding efforts, contributions, and 
achievements on behalf of Catholic education. 
Mrs. McMonagle was one of two teachers, of 
more than 100 nominated, recognized this year.

Mrs. McMonagle was honored at the 
NCEA convention and expo in New Orleans 
in April. 

This year’s theme was, “How is this 
educator a Hero in your community”? In her 
90-second nominating video, Mrs. Karen 
Tomasetti, St. Dorothy School principal, 
focused on the qualities of the Lead. Learn. 
Proclaim. Award, integrating the HERO theme. 
“Not an easy task,” said, Mrs. Tomasetti, 
to demonstrate Mrs. McMonagle’s many 
contributions in only 90 seconds. “It’s much 
easier to talk for minutes; to get the impressive 
teacher qualities of Mrs. McMonagle across in 
only 90 seconds was challenging.” 

Mrs. Tomasetti focused on the acronym 
HERO. Over a series of pictures depicting 
Mrs. McMonagle many contributions to the 
St. Dot’s school community, you heard the 
following description:

Congratulations to St. Dorothy’s Mrs. Denise McMonagle
Winner of the 2022 NCEA Lead. Learn. Proclaim. Award

Mrs. McMonagle received her award on April 18th at the NCEA 
President’s Award Dinner in New Orleans.
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Mrs. Denise McMonagle,  
A Catholic educator for 15 years is our Hero. She is:  
Holy, Enthusiastic, Respected and Optimistic.

Holy: May Procession, sacramental retreats and Catholic Schools Week Mass are 
faith experiences she willingly plans. She brings students to know and love God through 
daily prayer and service, including care packages for the homeless and feeding a less 
fortunate family or two at Thanksgiving.

Enthusiastic Educator:  She imparts problem-solving strategies through 
real-world application of curriculum using project-based learning like probability centers, 
measurement projects, car shopping budgets, and data plotting using Barbie bungee 
jumping, all rigorous lessons inclusive of STEM. This summer, Mrs. McMonagle worked 
to close the educational gaps for students who lost skills as a result of virtual classrooms 
during COVID-19.

Respected: Mrs. McMonagle takes the awesome responsibility of helping 
new teachers in our mentor program. She’s an invaluable team player who supports all 
colleagues. Students say, “She’s fair and she explains things so we understand it.”  She 
communicates and partners with families to meet the needs of all her students. Respectful 
relationships are natural outcomes. 

Optimistic:  In her approach to teaching students or taking on challenging tasks, 
Mrs. McMonagle sees the bright side of many situations and imparts that to her colleagues 
and students. She communicates professionally and positively with school families and 
faculty. Her positive school spirit is evident and contagious. 

Denise McMonagle is a gift to Catholic education.
Thank you, Mrs. McMonagle, for dedicating your time and talent to St. Dorothy School, 

spending your days with our students and faculty. We are so proud of you! Congratulations on 
this great honor!

Mrs. McMonagle’s family 
were with her to celebrate 
the momentous occasion. 
From left: her daughters 
Elizabeth and Jenny, Mrs. 
McMonagle, her husband, 
Jim, her daughter, Laura, 
and her son, Jimmy.

Whether it is in a room 
full of students or when 
working one-on-one, as 
she is here with seventh-
grader Cole T., Mrs. 
McMonagle’s commitment 
to her students is truly 
exemplary.



-Thank You-
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Patty Dwyer 
Tom Judge 
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Jonathan Gust

Lauren McCusker
Claire McLain 

Advancement Director
Chris Murray

Bill Nolan
Dan O’Mara

Dolores O’Toole
Alan Pietrewicz
Mark Romano

Christine Schumacher
Susan Short

Matt Stewart
Dana Tripiciano

You can contact the  
Development Committee through 

the school office or at 
development@stdots.com.

The Newsletter for St. Dorothy Roman Catholic School is compiled by the Development 
Committee for distribution to alumni, alumni parents, current school families, and friends of 
St. Dorothy School. Its purpose is to communicate, on a semi-annual basis, the state of our 
enrollment, happenings of interest, an accounting of funds raised and spent, and to acknowledge 
contributors to our Annual Fund.

NEWSLETTER PURPOSE

Dot’s Girls Take Second 
Place at the Penn Relays!!!

Members of our Track team competed in the Philadelphia Archdiocese Penn Relays at Franklin Field. 
Congratulations to all our student-athletes for representing our school so well.

It is with great pride that we recognize our Junior Girls relay team. On April 29th, they took Second 
Place in the 4x100 Finals with a time of 59.54 seconds. Congratulations on this outstanding achievement!!!

Our Second-Place team included (from left to right) Emily G., Ellie M., Raquel C., Haley C., and 
Kieran B.

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/StDots

Instagram:
@stdotsschool  
@stdotsarts & @stdotscyo

Twitter:
@StDorothySchool

Connect  
to Dot’s

FOLLOW ST. DOT’S  
ON SOCIAL MEDIA AT:
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The Forecast for This Year’s  
St. Dorothy Annual Fund? Sunny!

Long-time 6abc Meteorologist David Murphy is 
the Honorary Chairperson for the 2022 St. Dorothy 
Annual Fund. In 2021, Murphy retired after an 
extraordinary 31-year career as a meteorologist and 
reporter for 6abc Action News. Going back even 
longer than Murphy’s three decades of work at 
Action News, however, is his connection with St. 
Dorothy. 

Born and raised in Drexel Hill, Murphy’s three 
sisters graduated from St. Dorothy School. Once 
his career landed him back home in Drexel Hill, 
his three children also attended the school. So, he 
has seen first-hand the impact of a St. Dorothy 
education, as well as the strong commitment of 
parishioners, alumni, families, and friends in 
making a St. Dorothy education possible for our 
children.

“It’s as clear to me now, as it was decades ago, 
that the work the school has done and continues 
to do with these children goes way beyond 
academics,” notes Murphy. “They’re producing 
thoughtful young minds who make their Drexel 
Hill neighborhood a better place—and who will 
eventually make our world better, too.”

The importance of St. Dorothy Parish not only 
as a place of worship and fellowship, but also as an 
integrated learning environment to pass our Catholic 
values onto the next generation, is more evident 
than ever. Supporting the annual fund helps ensure 

that students in our parish have access to quality, 
Catholic education at one of the lowest tuition rates 
in our area.  Thanks to your support—along with the 
dedication of our teachers and staff—St. Dorothy 
students thrive, going on to be successful in high 
school and beyond.

“Academics remain an integral part of the 
school’s mission,” says Murphy. “Under the 
direction of Principal Tomasetti, St. Dorothy’s 
excellent and dedicated teachers continue to raise 
up their students to a high standard.  One example 
is the Advanced Mathematics Program, offered to 
grades 5 thru 8. One of my kids took advantage 
of this years ago on their way to becoming an 
aerospace engineer!”  

Overlying all of this instruction is, as Murphy 
notes, “a meaningful investment in every student’s 
religious understanding and faith. Daily prayer, 
liturgical devotions, and the building of moral 
character have never been stronger.”

St. Dorothy also offers a vibrant line-up of 
activities ranging from athletics, art and academic 
fairs, to band, Reading Olympics, and Science 
Explorers. Students in the middle school grades also 
have opportunities to engage in additional activities 
such as Student Council and Service Corps—one of 
Murphy’s personal favorites—as it offers children 
first-hand experiences in giving one’s time and 
energy in the service of others.

Of course, none of this happens in a vacuum, 
Murphy notes.  

“The future of St. Dorothy School and its 
wonderful mission still relies on the good will and 
kind hearts of the broader St. Dorothy family,” says 
Murphy. “If you are a past donor to the Annual 
Fund, please consider continuing your gracious and 
much-appreciated support.  If you are considering 
making a gift for the first time, thanks!  And 
please know that your gift will be an important 
contribution to the future of these amazing children 
and the community they affect.”

Our thanks to those who have already 
contributed to this year’s Annual Fund. As of 

March 31, 2022, we have collected...

$29,960!
If you have not done so already, we hope that 

you will be able to contribute to this year’s 
campaign. There is a donation envelope included 

in this newsletter or, if you prefer, you can 
donate online via the school’s website. 

2022 St. Dorothy Annual Fund  
Campaign Status

You can donate online at:
https://www.saintdorothy.org/make-a-donation-annual-fund
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Catholic Schools WeekCatholic Schools Week
Our Catholic Schools Week celebration, this year January 30-February 4, was again a 
fun-filled, faith-filled expression of all that makes St. Dorothy School so very special.

Clergy, Volunteer and  
Community Appreciation

We began our week giving thanks to our community helpers for all they do to protect us and provide us with faith experiences, 
supervision, support, and fun events throughout the year. Thank you for taking time to be with us!

Kindness Rocks 
Each grade had a classroom Religion 

lesson on how to demonstrate kindness. 
Art class then followed up with students 
painting messages of kindness or 
encouragement on garden rocks. Our 
younger students partnered with buddies in 
the upper grades to complete the activity. 
During Catholic Schools Week, students 
brought their rocks home and left them in 
strategic locations around the community 
to offer words of friendship, support, and 
encouragement to neighbors. Kindness is 
so easy to spread. We hope this activity 
brought a smile to the faces of many in the 
community.

We were pleased to be able to welcome members of our local 
Police departments. Thank you for protecting and serving our 
community!

Development Committee Co-Chairs Carolyn Corr 
(left) and Christine Scully enjoying some well-earned 
appreciation.

Above: “Buddies” Caitlin M. and Audrey S. (left photo) and Emma D. and Nora M. (right 
photo) work together on their kindness rocks. Right: Here is one of the rocks displayed in 
front of the church at the corner of Burmont and Township Line Roads. 
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Veteran’s Day
To celebrate and thank the Veterans of our community, St. Dot’s invited Veterans who are relatives of our 

students to join us for a morning of recognition and thanks. Our guests mingled, enjoyed coffee and treats, and 
were entertained by our students.

Left: Fr. Murphy offered a blessing 
before the students thanked our 
Veterans with a medley of patriotic 
tunes.

Evan and Eliana B. with their grandfather, Lt. Colonel 
Frank Lambert, US Army, and their grandmother.  Lt. 
Colonel Lambert served in the Vietnam war.

John and Bridget B. with their 
father, John, who served as a 
Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy.

Dot’s through  
the Decades

A portion of our CSW celebration consisted of 
recognizing our parish’s 75-year history with photos and 
memorabilia reflecting our school throughout the decades. 
Mrs. Liberatore, Mrs. Corvaglia, Miss Shields, and Ms. 
McConnell spent hours reviewing photos and arranging 
them for display. Their efforts provided great joy to 
parishioners and alumni as they toured the gym during 
our open house and reminisced about how our school has 
developed through the decades. Easels decorated with 
photos of our parish history adorned the perimeter of the 
gym. The excitement of alumni in seeing themselves or 
family members was evident. Priceless!
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Mrs. Christine Jaeger
Mrs. Christine Jaeger, formerly known as 

Miss Vayda, began her career at St. Dorothy 
in 1997 teaching middle grades. She found 
her home in fourth grade, where she remained 
for 18 years until accepting the Instructional 
Support teacher position this school year. 
Mrs. Jaeger is an integral part of the St. 
Dorothy community. Her Master’s degree, 
with a concentration in reading, and years 

of experience, have been advantageous to both our school students and our 
faculty.

Mrs. Jaeger continues to share her expertise with new teachers by taking 
on the role of mentor teacher. Mrs. Jaeger’s new role was created to enhance 
our ability to meet the needs for support and remediation in mathematics and 
writing for students in grades 1 to 5 as well as enrichment lessons for students 
in grades 1 to 4.
Mrs. Jaeger, we are grateful for your years of dedication to St. Dorothy School. 
Thank you for spending your career with us. Congratulations on your 25 years 
of teaching here at St. Dorothy School! 

Mrs. Jean Callahan 
Mrs. Jean Callahan began her teaching 

career here at St. Dorothy School in 2007. 
She taught third grade for nine years before 
moving on to teach eighth grade math and 
religion. Mrs. Callahan served as a mentor 
teacher for many years and continues to 
support teachers whenever needed. She 
holds a Master’s degree in education and, in 
2019, began her administrative role as Vice 
Principal.

One responsibility close to her heart is the 
director of our eighth grade Lenten Living 

Stations. Mrs. Callahan works closely with Mrs. Tomasetti and the teachers to 
provide all students with the support they need at school. Her dedication to the 
St. Dorothy community is evident in all she does.

Thank you, Mrs. Callahan, and congratulations on your 15-year anniversary 
serving St. Dorothy School!

Mr. Steve Braun
Excelsior Award: Cardinal O’Hara High 

School provides a special award to honor 
grade school  teachers who have given 
students the knowledge and tools to be 
successful in high school. With a written essay, 
a student nominates a grade school teacher 
and explains how this person has touched 
or made a difference. Mr. Steve Braun was 
nominated by three former students this past 
year. Students commented on how helpful, 
supportive, and fun he was. His students wrote 
of how he brought students to love history, 
inspired one to want to become a teacher, and  

helped one overcome a fear of performance.
Mr. Braun, you clearly embody what a teacher should be: innovative, 

compassionate, engaging, and inspiring!  Congratulations on receiving the 
Cardinal O’Hara 2022 Excelsior Award of Excellence in Teaching!

Over $767,000.00 have 
been awarded in  

High School Scholarships!
Congratulations to our graduating class for their hard work, which resulted 

in awards to Cardinal O’Hara, Monsignor Bonner/Archbishop Prendergast, 
Archbishop Carroll, Merion Mercy Academy, Sacred Heart Academy, St. 
Joseph’s Prep, Archmere Academy, and Academy of Notre Dame de Namur.

Front Row (left to right): Matthew M., Shane Mc., Brady P., Kevin C., 
Sean O., Elisabeth B., Meghan K., Becca N., Cecelia C., Samantha O., and 
Alexandra C. Back Row (left to right): Simon C., Colin M., Michael D., Gavin 
M., Laine R., Bree M., Audrey D., Alyssa D., and Hannah S. Not Pictured: 
Antonio S.

Dot’s Sports Teams 
Have A “New” Home

St. Dot’s football, soccer, baseball, and softball teams now have a new home 
field. Well, not really a new home, a familiar home with a new name. Before the 
Turkey Bowl this past Thanksgiving, Steel Field was rechristened Stewart Field 
in honor of Jim Stewart, long-time coach of St. Dorothy’s varsity football team.

Shortly after Jim died, some football alumni approached Bill Wechsler, 
Haverford Township Commissioner – 9th Ward, about possibly renaming Steel 
Field in Jim’s honor in recognition of the countless hours he spent instructing 
and coaching young people of the community. The Haverford Township 
Commissioners unanimously approved the name change.

The Stewart Family and many football alumni joined the football teams for 
Mass and a team breakfast before the Turkey Bowl. Then everyone headed to 
the field for the Dedication ceremony. Fr. Rob Hagen offered a blessing, and a 
sign revealing the field’s new name was unveiled.

Future plans include a plaque detailing Jim’s legacy of education and service 
to the community and an annual scholarship to attend St. Dorothy School to be 
named for Jim and his wife Mary and awarded to one young man and one young 
woman each year. 

If you would like to make a donation to the scholarship fund, please visit the 
GoFundMe link: https://gofund.me/eb333f60.

Left: Some of the eighth-grade members of the team proudly display the 
Turkey Bowl trophy after winning the Varsity game this past Thanksgiving. 
Right: Coach Stewart’s children were among the many people there to 
commemorate their father. From left to right: Jim (’82), Teresa (’84), Beth 
(’92), and Matt (attended Dot’s until sixth grade).

Teacher Awards 
and Anniversaries

Mrs. Callahan with her family 
(from left to right): her son, 
Sean, her husband, John, 
herself, and her daughter, 
Christy.

Mrs. Jaeger and her husband, 
Dave.

Mr. Braun, along with 
Principal Tomasetti, and 
the certificate he received 
for the Excelsior Award 
from Cardinal O’Hara High 
School.
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David Onimus (‘06) married Veronica Greiner on September 24, 2021. Lindsay Cras (‘07) married John Carey on November, 13 2021.

Last Fall, members of the Class of 1981 celebrated their 40-year Reunion!

As this year’s eighth grade class approaches 
graduation and prepares for high school, we 
checked-in on members of the Class of 2018 
to see where they are headed after graduating 
from high school this year. Here are some of 
the schools our young Dot’s alumni will be 

attending this Fall…
Clemson University

Delaware County Community College
Drexel University, Honors Program in the 

Pennoni Honors College
Fairfield University

Johnson and Wales University
LaSalle University

Palm Beach Atlantic University
Penn State University

Saint Joseph’s University 
Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology

The Catholic University of America
University of Delaware

University of Rhode Island
University of Scranton

University of Tennessee
Villanova University

West Chester University
Widener University

… We wish you all the best! Stay in touch :)

Oh, the places 
they’ll go!

AlumniWeddings

Dot’s Collegiate Athletes
Many of our alumni continue 

their athletic careers beyond high 
school into the collegiate ranks. 
Here are just a few of our scholar-
athletes.

Alumni, or their parents/ 
caregivers, are invited to share 
information on your extracurricular 
achievements at the college level; 
please send your information 
(don’t forget graduation year) to 
News@stdots.com.

Left to Right: Katie Shallow 
(’16) – Sophomore Lacrosse 
at Temple University, Finance 
Major. Emmy Camuti (‘17) – 
Freshman Lacrosse at Lasalle 
University, Accounting and 
Finance Major. Emma Shallow 
(’17) – Freshman Field Hockey 
at The Catholic University of 
America, Nursing Major.
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Do you remember 
playing in the Father 
Lambert Tournament?

St. Dorothy basketball teams have been participating in the Father 
Lambert Basketball Tournament for decades. This tournament 
started in 1967, and it is, as far as we know, the longest running 
grade school basketball tournament in Delaware County. It is named 
after Fr. Paul Lambert, who was a priest at St. Philomena Parish. 
Fr. Lambert recognized the many values sports provided for young 
people and organized many sporting events for the youth of St. 
Philomena.

Do you have any memories about a tradition you participated in 
during your time at St. Dot’s? Please share any photos and stories by 
sending them to News@stdots.com.

Gavin M. (12) goes airborne for 2 points in the Varsity Boys game!




